July 2010
Dear Families and Friends,
Welcome to all of our new families!  We are delighted that so many families have joined us for our new adventure!
     This is our very first newsletter from the new center—a very real milestone is officially marked!  Our first thought many years (about 10!) ago was to open a “satellite center” to accommodate the many families on our waiting list.  Then, when we found out that the town wanted our “old center” property back, we made a proposal to the Woodruff Farm committee for a piece of land at this site.  Our first idea was to rebuild the house that was on the foundation that is still here, and that idea slowly evolved into restoring the barns.   As you know, this project took longer than we thought it would, as all building projects have the reputation of doing, but all was worth the wait, and I hope you think so too!
We are proud that we managed to move without having to close for even a single day, but that is thanks to lots of staff members, board members (and their families), and parents.  We met many nights to assemble new furniture.  We spent many more hours trying to sort what we would need for the summer from things that could remain packed until we have more time to organize  We packed and toted and unpacked, we trudged and climbed and carted, we loaded, shoved, and pushed, we groaned and grunted and collapsed at the end of each day!  But we got it done!
We’ve heard lots of nice comments about the building, and we agree.  We are still getting used to the “mechanics” of each day, although every day has fewer “glitches” than the once before.  We’re getting used to the commercial dishwasher, the limited shade outside (although I am looking for a shade structure until the trees grow!), and the greater distances we are from each other.  We love the additional room we have—plenty of space to learn and play!  It’s great!  The children are enjoying the bike paths, that’s for sure!  They go whipping around on the trikes and cars, just like they were in Rome!
We want to get the white playhouse moved from the old center to the new one, and it may need to be disassembled to be moved, unless someone has a better idea.  If you think you could help with this project, please let me know.  We thought it would be a good idea for an Eagle Scout project, but we didn’t hear back from the Scouts.  The town will move the rest of our playground equipment and we will have it reinstalled here.
The Guilford Garden Club has built 2 raised beds on our playground (near the parking lot) and I ordered top soil and lobster compost for the beds. Garden Club members will help the children plant, weed, and harvest.
We are eager to have access to the second floor, but need to wait until the financial resources are available.  For the most part it is complete, but we still need another form of egress (fire stairs), doors over the furnace spaces, and flooring (tile, carpeting) installed.  It will not take long once the money is in place.  
All in all, a good move with just a modicum of stress!  I am still waiting for the internet (if you know anyone at AT&T…)   I have lots more grey hair, but I’m getting it cut tomorrow, so that’ll help that!
I leave you asking this question: Where IS everything?
Many, many thanks!
--to Diane, Grayson’s mom, and Minetta, Adrianna’s mom, for all of their help in organizing and planning for Carol’s retirement dinner.  We had a good, although rather soggy, time!  Thanks to all the good cooks and providers of food!
--to all the people who helped us pack and move and unpack: Michael and Teresa, Jamie’s parents, Marisa, Lucas’ mother, Deb, Sam’s mother, Amy, the other Sam’s mother, Candida, Caterina’s mother,  and Diane, Grayson’s mom.  I hope I’m not forgetting anyone, but if I am, please forgive me.
--to everyone on the staff who helped pack, load, unload, unpack, and set up until moving didn’t seem like such a good idea!
--to Amy, Sam’s mother, who brought me Diet Coke when I thought I would perish, and who delivered lemonade and muffins on Saturday of “Moving Week-end” which nourished all of us and gave us an excuse to STOP for a minute!
--and to the children of the STARR program at Calvin Leete school who donated $1500 to us for trees for our playground (3 of which have been planted).  They raised their money by holding an Earth Day Fair at Calvin Leete and then wanted the money to go toward a local organization for a “green” project.  One of their members (and day care alum now in 4th grade) spoke eloquently on our behalf, and her speech to the rest of her committee resulted in the award we received.  The rest of the trees will be planted in the fall.  
--to Matt and Marisa, Lucas’ parents, for the box of candy which didn’t last long!  There are a bunch of chocoholics around here!

and to 
--to a former Board member and her husband who donated 3 trees, which have been planted, to provide some shade right away and lots more in the future.

And introducing…
--in the ORANGE room, Gretchen and Salisha.  Gretchen has been at the Center for almost 10 years and has degrees from Albertus Magnus and the University of New Haven. Salisha joined us last June.  Her degrees are from Hofstra and the New School for Drama.
--in the YELLOW room, we have Chris, who has completed 10 years at the Center and has a degree from Becker and Melissa, who just joined our staff, but who did her student teaching with us.  Melissa’s degree is from Gateway.
--in the GREEN room, we have Jessica, who has been with us more than 3 years, and whose degree is from UCONN.  Sue, also in the Green room this summer, has completed 22 years at Guilford Center for Children!
--our two summer Teacher Aides are Erica and Krystyn.  Both are students and will return to their studies in the fall.
--our two new Cooks are Ann, who has substituted as our Cook on many occasions, and Dawn, who just began her time with us.
--our two regular substitutes are JoAnn, who was a teacher at the Center for a number of years, and Margaret, who has been subbing for us for many years.
I will be hiring one more teacher and one more Assistant Teacher for the fall; the teacher will work in the BLUE room with Sue and the new Teacher Assistant will work with Chris in the YELLOW room.  In addition, I will be hiring Teacher Aides.
THE roving reporter
The “Roving reporter” asked, “What is your favorite thing to do in the summer?”
--“I go in Mimi’s pool.  Sometimes it’s freezing cold.”  Hailey
--“I go swimming at my lake.”  Scout
--“Go biking on the Green with my Mom when she’s not that tired.”  Josh
--I go get chocolate ice cream with my brothers, dad, and mom.”  Lia
--“Go swimming at my pool because I have water guns and surf boards.”  Jamie
--I love to play with the big boy toy.”  Jefferson
--“go swimming at Water’s Edge.”  Elise
--“I like to play basketball.”  Grayson
--“Go to the beach because I like to swim in the water.”  Aidan
--“Play street hockey.  We shoot pucks at the holes.”  Brady
--“I like to climb trees at my house.”  Sean
WHY WE WORK HERE…
	Ariella wore a sundress one day, to help keep her cool on a hot day.  JoAnn told her the little straps on her dress were called “spaghetti straps.”
	A few days later she wore another sundress and Pam commented about how cool she would be that day.
	Ariella turned to JoAnn and said, “See, this dress has ravioli sleeves too!	(This may become one of my all time favorites!  Ed.)
	
