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Dear Families and Friends,
When I was in about third grade, the teacher made a bulletin board that said, “In like a lion, out like a lamb.”  I had NO IDEA what that meant, except that I thought the pictures of the lion and lamb were both adorable.  When I was about FORTY, I figured it out!  (That’s about the same year I figured out the riddle, “What’s black, and white, and read all over?”  I was a little slow on the uptake!)  Now that I know, though, I’m hoping for that lamb to make an appearance!  We’ve even had some “lamb-ish” days this month, and they were great!
The staff and I are busy choosing furniture for the new center.  That’s a task in and of itself!  Especially when seven women are involved!  And speaking of the new center, we’re still being held up by the sprinkler system, although the plans are in Hartford and we’re somewhat hopeful that they will be signed and will be a “go.”   After that system is in, they’ll move to ceilings, floors, etc.  It is really looking lovely, and I think you’ll be very pleased if you should ever see it!
You have lots of treats in store for you as you read “Why We Work Here” and the “Roving Reporter.”  Your children are just so cute!
Hoping to avoid the “lion”, [image: C:\Documents and Settings\Administrator\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\YQWUKIPZ\MCSO00962_0000[1].wmf]	
											
Why we work here…
[image: C:\Documents and Settings\Administrator\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\4RDF6MR5\MCj04419020000[1].wmf]	While filling out a KWL chart for what the Bettas would like to learn about the human body, Grayson asked, “How does your throw-up come out?”  (Well, we asked!)		
[image: C:\Documents and Settings\Administrator\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\BASVRPWP\MPj04427720000[1].jpg]One of the children asked Carol what was for breakfast.  It was toast and scrambled eggs.  Carol knew this boy would be happy as she has given him the nickname of “the toast eater.”
	The child then proceeded to tell us that his “Pop” drank a lot of beer one day and that he decided to call him “the beer drinker.”  
	Gabi announced that her cat “Dice” was “noodled.”  When asked what that meant, she explained it was a “shot in the butt.”  (Perhaps she meant “neutered”???)
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[image: C:\Documents and Settings\Administrator\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\QXDEJMX8\MPj03143150000[1].jpg][image: C:\Documents and Settings\Administrator\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\BASVRPWP\MCj02344860000[1].wmf]	Out of the corner of her eye, Chris caught Chase dropping peas one by one into his cup of milk.  When she warned him he was still going to have to drink his milk, he agreeably picked up the cup and gulped down the milk—peas and all!  (The other children at the table were pretty impressed!)
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One day the Bettas were talking about bones in Group, Jessica showed a chicken wing bone (all cleaned!).  The Bettas passed the bone around and the Bettas decided the bone must have come from Jessica’s arm.  Sue assured them it did not come from Jessica’s arm.
	They then thought she got it from a dead person.
	Sue again assured them it was not from a dead person!  (Jessica then told them it was a chicken wing bone.)
	[image: C:\Documents and Settings\Administrator\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\9NNZHTCE\MPj04403320000[1].jpg]Scout, Giana, and Lia made Chris an imaginary birthday cake.  After Chris pretended to blow out the candles and eat the cake, Lia said, “But what about the present?”
	The girls ran off to the white house to see what they could find for a gift.  Scout returned with the empty tool box and told Chris to open it.
	Chris opened the empty box and exclaimed it was just what she wanted, she loved it, it was her favorite color, etc.
	One of the boys came over to see what Chris was gushing over, and remarked, “It’s nothing.”
	Chris replied, “It’s nothing to you, but it’s soooo special to me.”
	A little while later, Scout approached Chris and quietly asked, “What was in it?”  (She was the one who had given Christ the empty box!)


THANK YOU!
A sweet-smelling thank you to Anthony and his mom and dad for the beautiful red roses on Valentine’s Day![image: C:\Documents and Settings\Administrator\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\QXDEJMX8\MPj04402940000[1].jpg]
The roving reporter….
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The Roving Reporter wants to know
How do you get to Sesame Street?
--“You would have to go on television through the screen.”  Dean
--“They can have too much money and I can’t go there.”  Grayson
--“By a boat.”  Joshua
--“Ride in the car.”  Jefferson
--“Disney World because there are lots of people and shows there.”  Lucas
--“You have to take an airplane.”  Rachel
--“You could walk to there.”  Hailey
--“By Big Bird.”  Lia
--“By a plane, car, or boat.”  Jamie
--“I watch it at home.”  Ryan
--“Take an airplane.”  Brady
Beetle Bug Business!
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	The Beetle Bugs really enjoyed learning about themselves from the “inside out.”  They learned that they have many organs, and that they all work together to give us healthy bodies.  We took the time to explore several of our bodies’ organs, and used hands-on activities to understand their functions.  One of the children’s favorite experiments involved the stomach and a plastic bag digestive system!
	Celebrating Valentine’s Day was nice way to connect with our friends, as well as to compare a real heart to one that says “I love you.”  The month concluded with a special visit from “Mad Science” and their enjoyable and informative program on the human body.
	Next month we will travel back in time to “Dig for Dinosaurs.”
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	The Bettas had a busy month exploring the human body.  We studied the organs inside of us and learned all about their jobs.  The children performed different experiments to help them visualize each organ’s unique function.  Throughout the month each Betta traced and cut organs to add to their paper replica of their individual bodies.  The group concluded the month with a program by the Mad Scientists.
	The Bettas also celebrated Valentine’s Day.  Everyone had fun decorating their valentine bags and reading the valentines sent by their friends.
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